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1. Narendra Modi to launch "Make in India‘' campaign; 1,000s CEOs to attend
The Pioneer: 19.09.2014

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the 'Make in India' campaign here next week at a
mega function that will be attended by about a thousand global and domestic business leaders.

"On September 25, the Prime Minister will launch the Make in India programme,” Power
Minister Piyush Goyal said.

According to officials, several top global companies from countries including the US, Japan,
Korea, Sweden, Poland, Australia, China, Italy, Germany and France are likely to attend the
function.

It is expected that Modi would announce some major incentives for corporates setting up
manufacturing hubs in the country.

In his maiden independence day address, Modi had invited the global business community to set
up manufacturing facilities in India, giving the slogan ‘come, make in India'.

To make it more successful, the campaign would be simultaneously launched in different state
capitals including Mumbai, Chennai and Bangalore.

The campaign will also be telecast live in Indian embassies in countries in similar time zone as
that of India.

The officials also said that prospective investors will be informed about India’'s growth story and
the steps being taken by the government to improve investment climate here.

The move is aimed at generating huge employment, boosting trade and spurring economic
growth



2. PM to launch Swachha Bharat Yojna on Oct 2

The Times of India: 19.09.2014

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch his pet project of cleaning up the country ,
the Swachha Bharat Yojna, on Mahatma Gandhi's birth anniversary on October 2. The
urban development ministry has initiated efforts for the cleanliness drive to begin

from Delhi.

The preparato ry drive will begin from September 25, coinciding with the birth
anniversary of late Jan Sangh leader Deen Dayal Upadhyay , where the first stage will
begin with keeping homes clean, fol lowed by keeping neighbourhoods clean and then

by keeping govern ment office pr emises clean.

The urban de velopment minis ter met with about 60 officials from various government
departments including the New Delhi Municipal Council and other bodies who will be

involved in the process.

The Delhi government will consider whether existing penal provisions to discourage
people from dirtying the surroundings are good enough to support the renewed
cleanliness drive. According to government sources, the Delhi government could come

up with suitable changes to the penal provisions if there is a need for it.

The scheme will also include taking a cleanliness pledge for a year that could help

motivate citizens to keep to their promise.



3. Plan to reduce infant mortality
The Hindu: 19.09.2014

It will be carried out with the extensive outreach mechanisms used for
fighting polio

The Centre on Thursday launched a programme to reduce infant mortality and bring down the
number of deaths to a single digit by 2030 from the current 29 deaths per 1,000 live births. The
‘India Newborn Action Plan (INAP),” inaugurated by Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan, is
the first step towards arresting infant deaths.

Asserting that India can reduce the deaths through “simple, cost-effective interventions” before
and immediately after delivery, Dr. Vardhan said of the 2.8 million who die at birth worldwide,
India contributes seven lakh. “These are preventable deaths and now we have an action plan to
do it. I don’t believe in long-range targets. We must achieve our goal within a short time,” he
said.

INAP has been prepared with the help of expertise drawn from distinguished members of a
Technical Resource Group, he said, adding: “13.3 lakh children under the age of five years die in
India and 7.56 lakh of them in their first month. We have studied in depth the reasons for these
deaths and come out with comprehensive solutions.”

The programme will be implemented under the existing Reproductive, Maternal, Child Health
and Adolescents Plus (RMNCHA+) framework. The Minister said it would be carried out with
the extensive outreach mechanisms used for fighting polio.

Praising Bill Gates and Melinda Gates who were present on the occasion for their valuable
support to India’s health programmes, particularly mother and child care, Dr. Vardhan said the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation was doing valuable work in the rural areas.

“Just as he revolutionised the basic human thought process through the personal computer
revolution, Bill Gates has saved millions of lives by donating billions of dollars for transforming
conditions of human existence. At a time when the anti-polio campaign was threatened for want
of adequate funds, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation stepped in with help. They are
invaluable partners in our fight against disease and death,” Dr. Vardhan said.
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Batting for PPP: Virendra Mhaiskar

Shobhana Subramanian Posted online: Friday, Sep 19, 2014 at 0000 hrs

For someone who is on the road a lot, Virendra Mhaiskar doesn’t come across as
travel-weary. That is probably because the soft-spoken entrepreneur from Maharashtra
loves the outdoors and can’t stay away even though it means spending most of his time
away from home. The 43-year-old chairman and managing director of IRB Ifra, who has
been building roads for two decades now, is excited about his airport venture at the
picturesque Sindhudurg on the Konkan coast, just a couple of hours from Goa. That, |

realise, is what they mean when they talk of mixing business with pleasure.

It has taken many months to get a meeting with Mhaiskar for this column and | was
beginning to think it would happen only on one of the many highways that his firm is
working on; but here we are finally, at the Taj Mahal Hotel in Delhi, for breakfast. Half-
past nine in the morning isn’t really early but | reckon | will be better off with some
strong black coffee to help me navigate the discussion on the roads sector, never easy

at the best of times. My guest settles for a cup of tea.

With the economy going for a complete toss, so have developers’ estimates of toll
collections and construction costs. Mhaiskar’s firm IRB Infra, which he set up in 1998,
has been among those that have opted for rescheduling premium payments to the
National Highway Authority of India (NHAI)—for the Ahmedabad-Baroda and Timkur-
Chitradurg stretches. While there has been much debate on PPP (public private
partnership), risk-takers like Mhaiskar prefer it to the more traditional EPC—

engineering, procurement and construction—route since the upsides can be bigger.
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6. Navbharat Times: 19.09.2014
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7. Navbharat Times: 19.09.2014
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8. Jansatta: 19.09.2014
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Business Line

Seat—sharmg formula: BJP -

Date ||| Do
Page No. o5~

gives ultimatum to Shiv Sena

Party evolvmg P!an B
to goitalone in
Maharashtra
ouﬁi:umw.kcmass 5.
‘Mumbai, SE;xemberm i T

Setting itself on a confrontation

path with its oldest ally, the BJP

on Thursday gave the Shiv Sena

an ultimatum to agree on a seat-
sharing formula for the coming

Assembly elections or face a
breakdown of the alliance. *

Having jacked up its demand

for contesting 135 of the 288

seats, which has been rejected by -

the'Shiv Sena, senior BJP leaders

have communicated to Sena

chief Uddhav Thackeray to-de-
cide by this evening whether his
party is willing to conform to a

“mutual and respectable” seat-

sharing formula.

The alliance partners need to
wrap up talks quickly, as just 28
days remain for Assembly elec-
tions in Maharashtra.

Today’s ultimatum has come
after a major brainstorming ses-

_sion of the BJP core group in
‘Mumbai last night which was at-

tended by leaders including BJP
chief Amit Shah, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari, Rajiv Pratap Rudy;
General Secretary in charge of
Maharashtra and Om Mathur,
the BJP's State election in charge,
and State leaders.

The core group meeting is also
understood to have discussed a
Plan B in case the B}P has togoit
alone.

Top BJP sources said the party
is upset that the ShivSena, an ally

of 25 years, has not given any re.

The ultimatum came after a
brainstorming session of
" the BJP core group in
~ Mumbal fast night attended
by leaders including 8P
* chief Amit Shah and Union
~ Minister Nitin Gadkari.

responded to or was not in com-

‘munication with the BJP leader-

ship ever since the demand for

& | 135 seats was put forth to him. In

Past Perfect Shlv Sena chie UddhavThackeraywuth B]Pleader N;t.n s
Gadkari (file photo).pri

: sponse to the proposal sent by it

on the higher number of seats it
wants to contest in the coming
elections. In the 2009 elections,
"the BJP had contested 119 and the
Sena 169 seats. However, this
time the alliance “Mahayuti” has
been broad-based with the inclu-
sion of four more parties — RPI
(Athawle),  Rashtriya = Samaj
Paksha, Swabhimani Shetkari
Paksha and Loksangram. -~
The party is particularly

peeved that Thackeray has not

fact, without responding to the

BJP's demand directly, he went

public earlier thisweek on re;ect—
ingit. :

Congress-NCP talks .

The Congress and its allyNCP are
also facing a similar situation,
with the NCP demanding more
seats from the former.

NCP spokesperson Nawab Mal-
lik told media persons that after
the August 20 meeting between
party supremo. Sharad Pawar
and senior Congress leader AK
Anthony, there have been no for-
mal meétings on seat sharing.
“We are waiting for an invite
from them,” he sald /)}



Business Standard
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‘Raise policy rate to contain inflation:

IMFtoReserve Bank of India

. BSREPORTER

New Delhi, 18 September

Ahead of the Reserve Bank of

" India (RBI)'s monetary policy

review on September 30, the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has suggested the cen-

. tral bank should raise its policy

rate to counter “s_tgbb('_)r'nly

* highinflation”.

Indian industry is, howev-
er, clamouring for a rate cut to

. boost - industrial  growth.

Industrial growth declined to

05 per cent in June from 3.9
per cent in the previous

month. ;
“Sustainably lowering infla-

¢ tion will require further

increases in the policy rate,”
IMF said in a note to finance

¢ ministers and central bank
. governors of G20 countries,

meetings between whom are

underway in Australia.

Most economists have said

. RBIis likely to keep the poli-
i cy rate intact, as upside risks

to mﬁation are high. “At pres-
ent, looking at the unfolding

trajectory of CPI (Consumer

Price Index) and WPI
(Wholesale Price Index) infla-
tion, we expect an extended
pause on the repo rate (the
rate at which banks borrow

from RBI),” said Icra senior

economist Aditi Nayar.

“One of the factors keep-
ing retail inflation high is ele-
vated and sticky food infla-
tion, in which case monetary
policy has a limited role to
play,” she added.

WPI-based inflation fell to
a 58-month low of 3.74 per
cent in August from 5.19 per
cent in July; during the same
period, CPI-based inflation
declined from 7.96 per centto
7.8 per cent. Between July and
August, food inflation
decreased to 5.15 per cent
from 8.43 per cent in WPI
terms, while retail food infla-
tion rose from 9.36 per cent
to 9.42 per cent.

PRICE BURDEN

~Inflation (%y- 0-y) ' Food Inflation (%y-o-y)
12ih wasngay EWPl o
939 (Pl G B
s e 12 2 :
Tl = 0 .a"ag-;ﬁ, 02 |

*. L .
bar ‘3.?¢&| 2

Apr 13,  Aug ‘b  Aug’13  Jul'l&  Aug'ihk
The base year for WPI-based inflation is 2004-05, for (Pi-based
inflation is 2010; Source: Commerce Department and anlstfyof
Statistics and Programme Implementation T

RBI has set a target of eight - January 2015 and six per cent

per cent CPI-based mﬂatlon by by January 2016.
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The Tribune

China to invest $20 bn in
India; 12 pacts signed

New Mansarovar route via Sikkim

H |ndia and China on Thursday signed 12 pacts with key one
being opening of a new route to Kailash Mansarovar via Nathu
La in Sikkim. This is in addition to the existing Lipulekh pass in
Uttarakhandand will help reduce hardship and journey time

® China will help strengthen the railway network in India by
increasing speed of trains, studying feasibility of cooperation
in high-speed railways and redevelopment of railway stations

B As part of the Five-year Trade and Economic Development
Plan, the two countries will take steps to promote balanced
trade relations. This includes enhanced cooperation between
chambers of commerce and the financial sector

{Tnmmm NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18
India and China concluded a
series of agreements, pledg-
ing $20 billion investments
in five years, opening up an
additional route  for the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
besides enhancing coopera-
tion in railways and giving
greater access to India’s
pharma and farm products.
The two sides signed 12
agreements in the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese President
Xi Jinping, Four pacts were
signed in Ahmedabad yester-
day. Prominent among; the
ones signed today is an addi-
tional route to Mansarovar
that has been under discus-
sion for long and pursued by
Modi. The pact signed by
External Affairs - Minister
Sushma Swaraj and her Chi-
nese counterpart Wang. Yi
én@sages passage through

Nathu La in Sikkim in addi-
tion to the existing Lipulekh
pass in Uttarakhand.

“The route through Nathu
Lawill augment the capacity
and reduce the hardship and
journey time, enabling many
more pilgrims to undertake
the yatra,” the MoU said.

Thanking Xi for opening
up the route, Modi said it
offered ‘many benefits. “It
makes Kailash Mansarovar
accessible by a motorable
road, which is especially ben-

4
eficial to the older pilgrims.
It offers a safer alternative in
the rainy season, makes the
pilgrimage shorter in dura-
tion, and will help increase
the number of pilgrims
going there,” said Modi after
the delegation-level talks.
Among the other agree-
ments, those pertaining to
railways envisages increased
cooperation in speed-raising
on the existing Chennai-
Mysore  via  Bangalore
CONTINUED ON P8
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Chinaready w1th
$20 bn mveStment

FROM PAGE1 -
rallway hne to 160- kmph
trammg 10100 Indian Rail-
way personnel in heavy haul
uansportatzm cooperation in

detaﬂed'pro;;ect report; rede-
velopment of existing railway
stations by conducting pre-
feasibility of two stations; and

setting up a Raﬂway Umver-- f

sity in India.

With New Delhi expressmg
concern over the growing
trade
stands at $ 35 bllllon the

agreement  on Fhve»year_‘

Trade and Economic Devel-
opment Plan lays down a
medium-term roadmap for
pmmotmg ba!anced and sus-
tainable development of eco-
nomic and trade relations
between Chma and India on
the principle of equahty and
mutual benefit.

The main objectives of the -
plan are to reduce bilateral :

trade Imbalance st.rengthen
mvestment cooperation to

realise $20 billion investment

from China, ln five years; a
transparent,  stable
investor friendly business

-speed rail by conducting
pm_]ect feasibility study and

imbalance,. .. which

and -

envuonment and enhanced
cooperation between Cham-
bers of Commerce and finan-
cial sectors. These involve
pharmaceutical supervision,
including registration, speed-
ler phytosanitary negotia-
tions on agro-products for
two-way trade, stronger lmks
between Indian IT compa-
nies and Chinese enterprises,
and increasing services trade
in tourism, films, healthcare,
IT and logistics. Xi
announced that besuies
working together to i  improve

.the raﬂway sector, Chma will

set up two industrial parks —

cone each in Gujarat and

Maharashtra— and also take

steps to give more market

access toproducts from India,
mcludmg phmmaceutlca]s
'I‘he two sides also demded to

ters  related to customs
“administration and sighed an

agreement that will ‘help
strengthen cooperation to
fight trans-border economic
crimes and customs offences
through sharing of informa-

fion. It would also, facilitate

trade through enhan_ced cus-

toms cooperation.
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7% 1n 2-3 yea

PTI® CAIRNS (AUSTRALIA)

- India is following economic

growth inducing policies and
is confident that the GDP will
rebound to over 7 per cent in
2-3 years, Finance Secretary
Arvind Mayaram said on
Thursday while emphasising
that business confidence is
back.,

Making an intervention
during the G20 Deputies
Meeting here, Mayaram said
the Indian Government
announced a slew of 1{)olicy
reforms and Budget reflected
this in full measure,

“From 4.7 per cent growth
in the last fiscal, the Indian
econom tirew by 5.7 per cent
inQlo
year 2014-15. Business confi-

| dence’is back and even though

still tentative, growth in'indus-
trial sector, specially manufac-
turing, is showing an uptick.
“We are confident that by
pursuing growth inducing poli-
cies, the Government would
contribute fully to going back
to a +7 per cent growth with-
in two to three years,” he said.
He further said the policies
pursued by the Emerging
Market Economies (EMEs) to
bring gr back have been
effective and India stands com-
itfed to the incremental 2 per

wCent growth in the global GDP.

e current financial

A

{

Arvind Mayaram

We are confident
that by pursuing
growth inducing
policies, the
Government would
contribute fully to

going back to a +7

per cent growth
within two to th
years
FINANCE
SECRETARY &
ARVIND MAYARAM

Mayaram, however, point-
ed out that while it would be
imperative for the EMEs
including India to continue
the path of structural reforms,
the uncertainty and volatility in
external environment is wor-
risome and needs the attention
of the G20.

“As the US Fed withdraws
from unconventional monetary

ﬁolicy, there will be an over-
ang on asset prices in the
Emerging Markets and there-
fore, volatility in the currency
markets,” he said.

The decision on the exit
from the Quantitative Easing
(QE) programme that came in
after the US FOMC (Pederal
Open Market Committee)
meeting yesterday had an
impact on the currency mar-
kets of many of the emerging
market economies.

“The strength of G20 lies in
taking international collabora-
tive actions and not limiting to
the individual country growth
strategies. This concern was
also raised by Mexico.” the
Secretary said, e

Mayaram said the as dis-
cussions are taking place on

“domestic policies and actions,

“we should also be discussing”
G20 driven collaborative solu-
tions which would reduce the
impact of the possible near
term repricing. ;

While countries would
have to take actions commen-
surate with the space available
to them, as IMF has themselves
noted, macro prudential poli-
cies would be ineffective dur-
ing downswings, he said.

In many of the countries,
Mayaram added, the asse-
trepricing would result in pres-
sure on their currencies, lead-
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ndia’s GDP to-tebound to over

rs, says Mayaram

ing to a spiral of tightening and

derailing of all well laid growth

strategy road maps.

“So, in order to ensure
that the growth outcomes are
still achieved, are there solu-
tions that G20 can explore? Are
swap lines a solution? Let us get
the IMF to analyse whether it
is s0,” he said, adding IMF are
good at scenario analysis.

He opined that if an analy-
sis can be made on loss of GDP
in the face of exogenous
shocks, but with swaps in place
and in the absence of swaps, it
would be useful, i

. The official also suggested

_that the IMF can also be asked

to look at the cost of the swap

~and compare those to the ben-

efits. i
Mayaram further said it
was possible that the swap

'facility may never be used as it

more of a confidence building
measure, rather than actual
ammunition. ot
The benefits to the global
financial system could poten-
tially be large as it would

reduce the amount of self-

insurance that countries need
to do. '

“At the same time, if the
swap facilities do get used, the
benefits would include a reduc-
tion in the negative shock to
EM and global GDE Mayaram

added.
/
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Modi to launch ‘Make in India™
campaign; 1,000s GEOs to attend

[

[

in different state capitals including

PNS M NEW DELHI

rime Minister Narendra Modi will
X launch the ‘Make in India’ campaign
here next week at a mega function that will
be attended by about a thousand global and
domestic business leaders.
. “On September 25, the Prime Minister
will launch the Make in India programme,’
Power Minister Piyush Goyal said.

According to officials, several top
global companies from countries includ-
ing the US, Japan, Korea, Sweden, Poland,
Australia, China, Italy, Germany and
France are likely to attend the function,
© It is expected that Modi would
announce some major incentives for cor-
porates setting up manufacturing hubs in
the country.
" In his maiden independence day
address, Modi had invited the global
business community to set up manufac-
turing facilities in India, giving the slogan
‘come, make in India.

To make it more successful, the cam-
paign would be simultaneously launched

‘Mumbai, Chennai and Bangalore.

¥

The campaign will also be telecast live
in Indian embassies in countries in simi-

lar time zone as that of India.

The officials also said that prospective
investors will be informed about India’s
growth story and the steps being taken by
the Government to improve investment
climate here.

The move is aimed at generatin

‘huge ‘employment, boosting trade an

spurring economic growth.

 of Microsoft,
- Machine

Iniwsparhersl-h:awei;extendspastwiﬂwﬂlels

PNS B NEW DELHI

ndia’s second largest software services
firm Infosys on Thursday said it has part-

 nered China’s Huawei Technologies to offer
" enterprise cloud, big data and communi-

cation solutions.
The announcement comes amidst
visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping,
India has pressed its neighbour for
ort of IT services and promotion of
tourism between the two countries.
China has committed USD 20 billion
investment in India over the next five years
and has agreed to provide greater market
access to Indian products in farm, pharma
and gems & jewellery sectors, with a view

 to reducing trade gap.

The Bangalore-based firm also expand-

 ed its partnership with US-based tech giant
Microsoft on cloud. services and with

Hitachi Data Systems (HDS), a subsidiary
of Japan-based Hitachi, on infrastructure
and data centre solutions.

Infosys, a systems integration partner
\ also establish a global ‘cen-
tre of excellence’ for Microsoft Azure
Learning that will train over 1,000
engineers by the end of fiscal year 2015, it
said in a statement.

The firm in partnership with HDS will
offer enterprises infrastructure and data

_ centre transformation solutions and will

also set up a centre of excellence for ‘pay-

per—-use’ solutions.

The IT services major said it will build
a broad range of predictive analytics offer-
ings using Microsoft Azure Machine
Learning to help ente;iﬁses adoptand use
advanced analytic tools and algorithms.
Infosys will accelerate its efforts to
design frameworks, tools and accelerators
to ix;i)rove end user productivity for the
digital workforce on Microsoft cloud plat-
forms, These platforms, including Microsoft
Office 365 and Microsoft Dynamics CRM
Online, complement Azure solutions, it
added.
Meanwhile, the firms will jointly devel-
gp IT solutions that combine Huawei’s
oud infrastructure and service expertise
from Infosys. These solutions will target
enterprise customers looking to mod-
ernise their operations by leveraging cloud
infrastructure. 0 0 vl i
Both parties will build reference archi-
tectures and standardised solutions for big
data platforms, on Huawei hardware infra-
structure, for joint go-to-market efforts.
Infosys’ Cloud Ecosystem Hub, a
solution that helps firms build and man-
age a unified hybrid cloud environ-
ment, will be integrated with Hitachi’s
Unified Compute Platform (UCP) to
reduce time-to-market and simplify
complex migrations. The combination
will enable enterprises to move to a 100
per cent virtualised environment with
management, orchestration and hyper-
visor integration, Infosys said. 4
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Govt launches geo-mformatlcs
pro;j ect to help assess horti Crops

DURBUREAU
Bangalore, September 18

The Agriculture Department has ..

recently launched a new project
to use geo-spatial applications
for the assessment and manage-
ment of horticultural crops such
as onion, potato and mango. -

The project called CHAMAN
(Coordinated programme  on
Horticulture Assessment and

Management using geo infor-’

matics) will be implemented ata
cost of X13.38 crore for duration

agement

of three years starting from 2014,
according to an oﬂ‘icia‘l
statement.

‘Under the project, the remote
sensing technology and sample

survey tectiniques will besused;
for production forecasting of

major horticultural crops in se-
lect districts.
~ Other components mclude ge-

" ospatial applications for horti-

cultural development and man-
I planning  (site
suitability, postharvest infras-

tructure, ‘crop mtensxﬁcatlon,
GIS database creation, orchard
rejuvenation, aqua-horticul-
ture). Besides, detailed scientific
field level studles will be con-

‘ducted for developing technolo-

gy for crop identification, yield
modelling and disease
assessment.

Fruits such as banana, mango,
citrus and vegetables such as po-
tato, tomato, onion and chilli
will be covered under the .
project.
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Give New Govt a Chance in
Gas Price Revision Case: SC

Panel of secretaries
'said to be in favour of
honouring contracts

with producers

Samanwaya nautray&
Rajeev Jayaswal

New Delhi: Thegovernmenthas,

told the Supreme Court that it
would take a call on the conten-
tious issue of gas price revision
" after a committee of secretaries
examining the matter submits a
report by the end of this month,
prompting the court to defer
hearing three PILs on it till No-
vember 14, 2014,
The comm1ttee is expected to
_submit its recommendations by

September 30, 2014, Solicitor Gen- -

eral Ranjit Kumar told the court.
“We will know in three weeks (of
any decision to hike or not hike),”
he said. Government sources
aware of the deliberations of the
committee of secretariessaid that
the panel is in favour of honour-
ing contracts between the govern-
ment and oil and gas producers in
letter and spirit, within the ambit
of theSupreme Court's2010judge-
ment, which says the government
is the sole owner of gas.

Petroleum ministry sources
said the broad contoursof there-
port by the committee of secre-
taries was already known and
the ministry would shortly send
the gas price issue to the Cabinet
for which a cabinet note was be-
ingprepared.

The court told the petitioners

that the new government must
be given a chance to apply its
mind to the matter.

The court is hearing petitions
challenging the erstwhile UPA
government’sdecisiontoadopta
new pricing formula that would
double the price of gas toan esti-
mated $8.4 per unit. The petition-
ershavealsosought cancellation
of theexplorationagreementbe-
tween RIL and the government
and award the KG-D6 block to a

. state-owned entity.

The bench, comprising Justic-

“es Anil R Dave, Jasti Chelames-

war and Kurian Joseph, exhort-

edformer MP Gurudas Dasgupta
and the other PIL petitioners to
have faith in the “new popularly-
elected government” and not
raise allegations before giving
the new governmenta chance.

“You seem to have no confi-
denceina popularly-elected gov-
ernment. If the governmentdoes
something, it will be questioned
inParliament. Why should wede-
termine whether a price hike is
Jjustified or not?”

“A new government has come.
How can you conclude that it is
inefficient, corrupt or collusive
even before giving it a chance?
You have to repose faith in the
government. Should we be sit-
ting in judgement unless it is a
complete fraud?” Justice Dave
againasked.

The bench shrugged off a de-
mand by activistlawyer Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for NGO
Common Cause, for urgent court
intervention fo prevent the gov-
ernment from effecting any fur-
ther price increase foralready de-
veloped fields. RIL lawyer Harish
Salve strongly resisted any such
stay, on the ground that none of
the gas supplied goes to the com-
mon man. “Most of it goes into
manufacturing. Any price hike
will also apply to PSUs,” he said.
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Will supportIndia’s
UNSCDbid, says China

“Provided the border dispute is resolved amicably

BS REPORTER !
New Delhi, 18 September

China has said it will support
India’s bid for permanent mem-
bership of the United Nations
(UN) Security Council, provided
' the sides resolve their border
* dispute in an amicable manner.

“We will support India’s
seat in the UN Security
Council. But neighbours might
encounter problems. There

_has to be a fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable solution
to the border issues. I am con-
fident China and India have
the wisdom to embark on good
neighbourly relations,”
Chinese President Xi Jinping
said, while addressing an
event organised by the Indian
Council of World Affairs here
on Thursday.

Xi, on a three-day visit to
India, said, “We have taken
notice of the observation thata
grown-up China will be threat
to many. A grown-up China will
be firmiy committed to a peace-
ful growth...Our goal is to
become a modest and humble
nation.”

Even as reports of more
Chinese troops entering
Chumar village near the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh
poured in, Xi said China
believed in “living in harmony”

(From left) President Pranab Mukherjee with Chinese President

Xi Jinping, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and China’s First Lady

Peng Liyuan, in New Delhi on Thursday

with its neighbours.

“Many Indian friends take
great interest in China’s devel-
opment and wish China even
more progress. The world has
benefited from China’s devel-
opment...] am convinced
South Asia, a sub-continent
that holds infinite potential,
will become a new pole of
growth in Asia and beyond. A
South Asia that enjoys peace,
stability and prosperity serves
the interest of the countries
and people in the region and of
China, too,” he said.

On the increasing trade
between China and India, he
urged India to expedite talks for

PHOTO: PTI

a regional comprehensive eco-

nomic partnership.
Quoting  verses  from
'Rabindranath Tagore’s

Gitanjali, as well as works by
early Chinese travellers, he said
China had always believed in
spreading peace and harmony.
He added China was, in the past,
looked upon as a great power
that gave the world porcelain,
tea and silk. o

Xi highlighted the fact that

once, during a visit to China,

Tagore had said he felt at home
in that country, adding the poet
and philosopher had developed
a long-term relationship with
Chinese culture.
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Japanmay pip China
in high-speed rail race

ANUSHA SONI

. NewDelhi, 18 September

Superior technology and their -

experience in safety and sig-
nalling give Japanese firms an

might have pitched strongly to
become the technology partner
for the coming ¥63,000-crote
high-speed rail project between

'Mumbai and Ahmedabad,

according to officials in the
railway ministry.

Despite being cheaper, the
Chinese technology is not the
preferred option. Senior railway

officials say besides technolo-

gy, the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) is
likely to fund the high-speed
project. Officials said there was
no formal movement on
Chinese financing for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad corridor
though China could look at
funding future corridors.

A feasibility study is being
undertaken by JICA, likely to
conclude early next yeat.
Besides, a business develop-
ment study by French Railways
(SNCF) is underway. Key loco-
motive manufacturers like
Alstom and Bombardier have
also shown interest for supply-
ing locomotives. JICA has
been financing key railtway proj-
ects like the Western arm of the
dedicated freight corridor,
while two Chinese companies
— CSRSifang and CNR —are
strong contenders for ¥3,000
crore worth locomotive projects
in Madhepura and Marhowra.

“The Japanese have mas-
tered the art of tunneling with
about 74 per cent of its network
in the hilly terrain. They are
exemplary in signaling, control,
rolling stock and in their safety
record. As for the Chinese, there
could be knowledge sharing on
project implementation since
they have created one of the
largest high-speed network
within few years,” said a senior

- KEY AREAS OF
(0-OPERATION

Pacts signed between India

edge over the Chinese, who &cChina on ThuB@I TR

‘Training in heavy haul
transportation:

‘A training programme

- has been ﬁnalised for

© 100 persons

Increasing speed on
existing ines:
Chennai-Bangalore-
Mysore section has been
identified for increasing
speed to 160 kmph with
cooperation from China
Redevelopment of
railway stations:

Chinese side will conduct

pre-feasibility of two

 stations with their
financing and preparea
report indicating further
course of cooperation
Cooperation in
high-speed rail: Chinese
side will conduct project
feasibility study and
prepare a detailed report
with their financing of a
section to be advised by
Indian Raitways

Setting up of Railway
university: Chinese
experzence of rail
universities will be used
to develop a railway
university here

railway official, who did not
want to be named.

Recently, during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit,
Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe had pitched for a
Shinkansen style high-speed
train system in India.

For full reports, visit
www.business-standard.com
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/. PMto launch
~Swachha Bharat
Yojna on Oct 2

“ Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
willlaunch his pet projectof cleaningupthe
country, the Swachha Bharat Yojna, on Ma-
‘hatma Gandhi’s birth anniversary on Octo-
ber 2. The urban development ministry has
initiated efforts for the cleanliness drive to
S — begin from Delhi.

¥ The preparato-

ry drive will begin
from September 25,
coincidingwiththe
birth anniversary
of late Jan Sangh
leader Deen Dayal
e =D Upadhyay, where

! 3 the first stage will
The.ﬁrst_ stage “_"“ begin with keeping
begin with keeping  homes clean, fol-
homes clean, lowed by keeping

¢ neighbourhoods
followed by keeping clilfh a‘;fg tggnsby

Il&igthl.ll'l‘lOOdS keeping govern-
clean and then ment office pr-
by keeping govt ik : emises clean.

The urban de-
offices clean velopment minis-

ter met with about
60 officials from various government de-
partments including the New Delhi Mu-.
nicipal Council and other bodies who will
be involved in the process.

The Delhi government will consider
whether existing penal provisions to dis-
courage people from dirtying the surround-
ings are good enough to support the re-
newed cleanliness drive. According to gov-
ernment sources, the Delhi government
could come up with suitable changes to the
penal provisions if there is a need for it.

The scheme will also include taking a
cleanliness pledge for a year that could help
motivate citizens to keep to their promise.

e
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Fducation key in proposed
goals for post-MDG period

UNGA Plans
16 Targets
‘For 2015-30

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Acknowledging
that quality education is key
tosustainable development, a
new set of goals for the post-
Millennium = Development
Goals (MDG) period has been
proposed at the 69th Session
of the United Nations Gener-
al Assembly on Thursday.

Started in 2000, the MDG

period expires in 2015. While '

many success stories have
beenscripted, majority of the
goalsfell short of expectation
under the MDG. Previous
‘United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization’s (UNESCO) Educa-
tion for All Global Monitor-

ing Report cited how almost1 .

billion people are still likely
to be extremely poor in 2015
and 57.8 million children are
still out of primary school.
Therefore, the need to pro-
vide quality education to the
greatest number of people is
woven through all the new
goals ‘that will be effective
from 2015 to 2030. United Na-
tions secretary general Ban
Ki-moon said: “Education is a
fundamental right and the ba-
sisfor progress in every coun-
try Parents need information
about health and nutrition if
they are to give their children
the start in life they deserve.
Prosperous countries depend
on skilled and educated work-

1 BN MAY REMAIN POOR IN 2015
UN’s post-MDG plans Missed targets of MDG-
Poverty reduction | Almost 1 billion | »Goal of getting all
people are still likely to be children in school by
extremely poor in 2015 2015 has heen missed

| Nutrition impmvement [Onein »Globally, 57.8m children
four children under age of 5 suffers | are out of primary school

_underlying cause in more than:

for 18% of total worldwide

from moderate or severe stunting,
a sign of chronic malnutrltmn, :

a third of child deaths globally
Health gains | Pneumonia is largest
cause of child deaths, accounting

-'Genderequaﬁtyandempmumntl;.
As many as 3.4 m births occur before -
‘glrls reach age 17 in sub-Saharan '
Africa and South and West Asia,
affecting one in seven young women

i blndla, with 1.4 million
| children, ranks among top
| five nations with kids aged
‘| sixto 11 outof school
» India will take at least |
another 56 years to achieve
female youih Ihemcy
»In Indla, even after
‘completing four years of
school, 90% of children
.,frmn pourer households
remain illiterate.

ers. The challenges of con-
quering poverty, combating

climate change and achieving

truly sustainable develop-
ment in the coming decades
compel us to work together.
With partnership, leadership
and wise investments in edu-
cation, we can transform indi-

vidual lives, national econo-

mies and our world.”
Education will be ecentral
tothesuccessof theinterna-

tional targets that will re-

place the MDG. That’s the
key point of a new booklet
released during the United
Nations General Assembly
in New York. Produced by
UNESCO’s Education for All
Global Monitoring Report,
the booklet states that new
global development targets
after 2015 should be based on
a holistic approach to sus-
tainable development.

It has set 16 goals starting
with =~ poverty = reduction,

which indicates that educa-
tion iscritical to escape chron-
ic poverty It stated that one
year of education is associat-
edwithal0% increasein wag-
es. Other goals include nutri-
tion improvement with the
help of education. If all wom-
enhadasecondary education,
they would know the nutri-
entsthatchildrenneed, thehy-
giene rules they should follow
and they would have a stron-
ger voice in the home to en-
sure proper care. Improved
nutrition would save more

*than 12 million children from

being stunted — a sign of
early childhood malnutrition.

“The evidence is unequiv-
ocal: education saveslivesand
transforms lives, it is the bed-
rock of sustainability” says
UNESCO director general Iri-
na Bokova, “This is why we
must work together across all
development areas to make it

auniversalright.” /



neven
recovery

9 fthere is one clear signal that comes out of the
latest set of economic data released on inflation,
| industrial growth and trade, it is this: the recov-
# eryprocess is on but it is uneven and still in first
.gear. Wholesale price inflation was down at a five-year
low of 3.7 per cent in August but retail price inflation,
which is the benchmark for the Reserve Bank of India, is
still sticky at 7.8 per cent. Industrial output growth was
almost flat at 0.5 per centin July after a 3.9 per cent rise
in June, while export growth fell to a five-month low of
2.35 per cent in August, The see-saw'in industrial out-
put, especially of consumer durables and capital goods,
clearly shows that the recovery is tentative as yet. Of
course, the crucial automobiles sector is beginning to
show firm signs of a turnaround with passenger car
manufacturers seeing a return of demand. Maruti’s
Chairman R.C. Bhargava is on record as predicting at.
least 5 per cent growth for the industry this fiscal and a
10 per cent growth for his own company. The posi'tive‘
impulses from the auto industry are encouraging be-
cause it can have a cascading impact on downstream
industries such as ancillaries that host thousands of
jobs. Yet, it is worrying that the capital goods industryis
still not seeing a viable change in its fortunes. If any-
thing, this indicates that companies are still not willing
to commiit investment in fresh capacities.
This fact is also borne out by the poor credit offtake
from banks. Despite the RBI’s efforts to free up funds.
through the two cuts made in statutory liquidity ratio
over the last few months, banks have not seen any
increase in lending, which is something that RBI Gover-
nor Raghuram Rajan alluded to a few weeks ago. What
lends confidence are two factors — the favourable show
by the monsoon in the later half and the downtrend in
global commodity prices, notably crude oil, The latter is
bound to have a salutary impact on inflation and the
fiscal deficit; diesel subsidy, for instance, has already
.been wiped out. With the next monetary policy an-
nouncement of the RBI close at hand, pressure is rising
on the central bank to review its hawkish stance now
that retail inflation is close to its benchmark of 8 per '
cent by January 2015, Dr. Rajan, of course does not
seem to be in the mood to oblige, going by his remarksa
couple of days ago, and rightly so. There is little point in
tinkering with rates unless the downtrend in inflation is
clearly established, which is not the case now. The |
~approaching festival season will be crucial for industrial
growth as purchases of durables and automobiles gen-
erally picks up during this period. That may well deter-
mine the robustness of the ongoing economic recovery. 7
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